
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Douglas Simms        

Department: Foreign Languages and Literature     Phone Number: (618) 650-2177 

E-mail Address: dsimms@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1432 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  6 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Various. Research activity may take place wherever internet access and 

computer are available.  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project is possible because of the meeting of two different worlds: the medieval and the modern. I am interested 

in the processes of medieval scribes and how they corrected their manuscripts. One manuscript of interest comes 

from about the year 850, a lengthy text known as the "The Heliand" which is an Old Saxon retelling of the Gospels 

in Germanic poetic form. The full manuscript is now available on-line as a high-quality digital facsimile through the 

State Library of Bavaria, Germany.  

     

I am enlisting help from student workers who will be trained and taught to read the writing of the manuscript so that 

they can scan through it and identify places where scribes made corrections to writing errors. No knowledge of 

medieval language is necessary, and the process is much easier than you might think!  

     

In addition to learning how to read the script of this 9th-century manuscript, students will also be trained on how to 

use basic photo-editing software so that these errors can be collected and cataloged. I will be going through this data 

in hopes of identifying aspects of the scribal culture at the time, the relationship between the language of the text and 

the language of the scribes, and the processes by which books were written, edited, and corrected more than a 

thousand years ago.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Assistants will be taught how to read 9th-century Carolingian minuscule script (an easy task, as our modern lower-

case letters are derived from it). Once they are familiar with the script, they will be looking at an electronic facsimile 

of the text on-line, word by word and letter by letter, searching for obvious signs of errors and corrections.  

     

Once found the assistant will use photo-editing software to take a screen-shot of the letter(s) in question, and it will 

be sent along to another assistant or myself for confirmation, as well as with the data identifying the page and line 

where the error is located.  

     

At the end we will have a data-base of possible scribal corrections (or also uncorrected errors) which can be used to 

identify aspects of the book-making process of the 9th century.  
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URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   1) Mastering 9th-century Carolingian script as used in central Germany  

   2) An understanding of scribal errors and error-correction processes in the medieval manuscript tradition  

   3) A familiarity with modern technological tools and resources, such as on-line electronic facsimiles, open-source 

photo-editing software (such as GIMP), and data-base software  

   4) A sense of working on a project as a team  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Work times are flexible to the assistants’ schedules 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

No 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Familiarity with German a plus, but not requisite   

 

 
 


